
Welcome to our Virtual Exhibition on Artworks 
Creekside’s proposals for 2 Creekside.

We are bringing forward proposals for the future of 2 Creekside 
and would welcome feedback from the local community to help 
shape the plans. 

Our plans for 2 Creekside build upon the emerging context that 
the Borough has for Creekside. The character along the Creekside 
is changing, and Artworks have already invested over the past 
5 years in building up a creative business community in the 
immediate local area. We want to build upon the work we’ve 
already done, sustaining and growing our creative business 
community in line with Deptford’s changing market demands. 

We are keen to hear the community’s views on our 
proposals for the future of the site, with a view to 
submitting a planning application to Lewisham Council 
in the coming months.

If you have any suggestions or thoughts on our 
proposals, please do not hesitate to get in touch at: 
Creeksideconsultation@kandaconsulting.co.uk  
or by calling our project team at 020 3900 3676.

Views of Creekside 2 from the Corner Vista,  
the southern end of Deptford Church Street

Welcome



Since the closing down of river-related 
industries, the Creekside and Deptford has 
established itself as a vibrant creative hub 
in London, supported in part by Artworks 
Creekside. Many of these industrial buildings 
have been repurposed by several small 
creative businesses and agencies.

Deptford is unique insofar as it has a vibrant existing community,  
as well as a number of emerging developments that are bringing 
more footfall and activity to the area. Creekside itself has been 
identified as a key Opportunity of Employment Area by the 
Council, to promote well-integrated employment and mixed-
used neighbourhoods, with the Council dubbing this area as ‘the 
Deptford Cultural Quarter’.

The site is located at 32 Deptford Church Street, along the 
Creekside, which is currently home to the Bird’s Nest Pub,  
with existing homes sitting above. The pub itself has been an 
important part of Deptford’s vibrant character and heritage  
but has fallen on hard times and been through a number  
of recent ownership changes. 

Current View of the Pub from Creekside

Site context



Over the past 5 years, Artworks Creekside has 
already had a significant impact invigorating 
trade, and bringing new jobs to the local area, 
and we believe that many of our aspirations 
for 2 Creekside are consistent with the Council’s 
strategic policy context.

We have introduced short-term economic activity to the local 
area through our existing creative spaces at 2 Creekside, such 
as our ‘shipping containers’ that have been let to local creative 
businesses. These have proven to be extremely popular and 
provided much-needed workshop space in the local area.

We aim to continue building on these activities in our plans going 
forward, within the context of Deptford’s growing creative industry 
and existing vibrant culture.

We want to expand the creative workspace in line with market 
demand, as well as ensuring the ongoing viability of the existing 
pub by re-invigorating trade through a dynamic, new mixed-use 
development.

Location plan for 2 Creekside, in 
relation to neighbouring properties

Site context



We believe that our proposals for a mixed-
use development will re-instate the pub 
as a focal point in Deptford’s vibrant local 
creative community.

The Proposals

Redeveloping the site for residential and 
commercial uses whilst ensuring the Bird’s Nest 
Pub remains the focal point of the community.

Securing the long-term future of the Bird’s Nest 
Pub through improvements to the floor space, 
kitchen and acoustics, providing a better space  
for customers.

Providing affordable homes, the exact amount 
and tenure of which will be finalised ahead of the 
submission of a planning application. 

High-quality design that retains the existing pub 
frontage to respect the local Conservation Area.

Delivering 31 new homes on-site, with additional cycle 
storage and high-quality communal garden space to 
be shared with residents of the boat moorings.

Re-providing high-quality commercial space for 
existing and new creative businesses.

Our proposals include:

Providing support, where appropriate, to the 
existing boats (Theatre Arm Residents CIC) on 
upgrading and protecting the long term future of 
the moorings.



The existing pub has a great character and is 
highly valued in the local area; however, it is too 
small to function as a commercially viable entity. 

Our proposals would result in:

• A larger pub floor space
• Improved acoustics
• Better kitchen facilities
• A bigger external beer garden, making the Creek and pub

(as a whole) more accessible to the public
• Reprovide improved stage and venue space

We believe that this would result in a better space for customers, 
reinvigorating trade in the area.  

We want to ensure that our proposals will preserve as much 
of the existing character as possible. We have been working in 
conjunction with the existing landlord of the pub on the plans, 
who is also committed to ensuring that the pub retains its much-
beloved character, and that its rich music heritage is preserved 
for current and future residents to enjoy.

Subject to approval of the plans, during construction phases, 
the Big Red Bus can be utilised as a meanwhile pub until 
refurbishment to the Bird’s Nest Pub is complete.

Proposals for the Pub and External Beer Garden 

Securing the long term  
future of the pub



Our proposals for the site will also build upon 
the existing residential developments, by 
providing a new, high-quality mix of apartment 
types. 

We will also be providing flexible commercial units which will help 
contribute to the diverse needs of the local community, cementing 
the Pub as a focal hub along the Creekside.

Our vision for the site is to provide a vibrant and flourishing 
mixed-use economy, with a place to meet and relax during the 
day and a unique and buzzing night-time economy. We believe 
that these new proposals will ensure the long-term viability of the 
pub as a popular late-night music venue and community hub at 
the heart of the Creekside. 

Proposed View of Creekside 2  
from Church Street

Securing the long term 
future of the pub (2)



We intend to deliver 31 high-quality homes on site, with a mix of 
1, 2 and 3 beds – and a range of tenures including affordable 
housing. The exact amount and tenure of affordable housing will 
be finalised ahead of the submission of a planning application. 
The range of apartment mix means that the site is the perfect 
location for a range of people, including single creatives or small 
families from diverse socio-economic backgrounds.

The design of each apartment has been developed in line with 
the Nationally Described Space Standards, the London Plan 

and building regulations with respect to acoustics, fire and 
accessibility.

Alongside our high quality homes, a landscaped garden will be 
provided adjacent to the Creek to be utilised by both the Boat 
community and the residential users.  

We also intend to deliver additional accessible cycle storage for 
both residents and commercial users.

Proposed view of homes on site, Creekside 2

Homes



Commercial Space

Flexible; the high floor to ceiling heights means that 
space will be adaptable to a wide range of uses and 
changing market demand.

Our proposals will provide high-quality commercial space for 
existing and new businesses, in response to Deptford’s demand 
for creative enterprises. 

Consistent with Industrial character; whilst the spaces 
are comfortable and fit-for-purpose, they have an 
unfinished look and industrial aesthetic in line with the 
Creekside’s heritage as an industrial wharf.

Personal; businesses can create a space that feels like 
‘their own’. 

Fully fit out; all spaces will be provided fitted out with 
the incoming tenants, undertaking any bespoke work 
required for their particular use.

Our commercial space will be:

Flexible workspace is becoming a growing part of London’s 
economy, and Artworks Creekside want to respond to this 
demand by providing commercial space that is adaptable to the 
needs of the user.



Commercial Space (2)

Large-scale units could be utilised 
as a single space for an urban 
factory or maker’s space. This 
workspace would also be suited to 
a collaborative workspace used by 
several independent users.

Mid-scale units can be adapted to 
suit the needs to user. It could be 
used as a single space for a creative 
workspace or be subdivided into a 
larger studio/workspace and shop 
area.

Small-scale units can be adapted 
to suit the requirements of a small 
business, with a single space for a 
shop or subdivided into a studio/
workspace and a shop.



Commercial Space (3)
Below are some of our existing tenants. We have been proud to 
support and incubate our tenants over the past few years and are 
committed to working closely with them to determine their next 
steps.

A Few of Our Tenants (2 and 3 Creekside):

• Vertical Future – a technology company 
focused on building a better, more sustainable 
urban food production and supply system

• Bread & Butler – a new bakery for Deptford 
and a social hub during the day

• Little Faith – a taproom and bar in the heart 
of Deptford

We have been investing in the local creative 
community over the last 5 years and now have 
several existing tenants, demonstrating our 
commitment to providing flexible commercial 
spaces that can be tailored to the bespoke 
needs of the user.  We believe that the 
flexibility of our commercial spaces will provide 
more efficient use of existing space and boost 
potential employment opportunities in the local 
area.

The Artworks Creekside - Existing 
Commercial Space



The key aims for the redevelopment of 2 Creekside are: 

• Ensuring the ongoing viability of the pub 
• Building new housing and creating high-quality landscaping 

for use by the residents and boating community
• Expanding the creative workspace

The proposal seeks to replace and enhance the existing 
commercial space currently provided by containers with high 
quality flexible workspace at ground floor level 2 for existing 
commercial tenants and to attract new creative industries to the 
area. 

The residential accommodation is located above the ground floor 
commercial space and is by 2 private residential cores which are 
accessed off Creekside. There are approximately 31 dwellings 
incorporating a mix of 1, 2 and 3 bed apartment types. 

A high-quality landscaped garden is provided adjacent to the 
Creek which is to be utilised by both the Boat community and the 
residential users.  The design of this space has been developed 
to provide better facilities for the boating community, including 
secure access to their moorings as well as use of the communal 
garden.

The Artworks Creekside - Existing 
Commercial Space

Design



The current iteration of the project presented is 
a snapshot of the ongoing design development 
process. 

Both Lewisham Planning department and the Lewisham Design 
Review Panel have been key in the evolution of the current design 
proposals. Through this process both Lewisham and the Panel 
have provided feedback on the development of the pub retention, 
rooftop extension and the architectural form of the rest of the 
building on Creekside. 

The design team continue to engage them within the design 
development process moving forward.

View of Creekside 2 with 
access to the Creek

Design (2)



Sustainability
We aim to:

• Have consistent engagement with the Environment Agency 
with regards to the protection of the Creek and its unique 
ecosystem. 

• Reach target BREEAM Rating Excellent.

• Incorporate carbon reduction technologies to reduce 
carbon emissions including; integrated solar panels, Air 
Source Heat Pumps and higher levels of insultation.

• Minimise waste from the development by committing 
to recycling targets and optimizing a sustainable drain 
system.

• Minimise carbon emissions through minimal car use, 
instead promoting cycling and walking on site.

In addition to delivering a high-quality 
design that respects the local Conservation 
Area, we are committed to providing high 
standards of sustainability.  
 
We are aware of the rich biodiversity of the 
Creek and want to maintain and promote its 
conservation. 



In the meantime, if you have any questions, or know someone 
who requires support accessing this information and may require 
physical copies, please do get in touch with the project team on 
the details below:

     Creeksideconsultation@kandaconsulting.co.uk 

     0203 900 3676

Next Steps
Thank you for taking the time to look through 
our proposals for 2 Creekside. We hope you 
found this Virtual Exhibition informative and 
useful. We would be grateful if you could fill in 
the survey on our consultation website. We will 
then review feedback ahead of the submission 
of the planning application to the London 
Borough of Lewisham. 




